SARAH
In 1673 Frances brought her younger sister Sarah, a child
of twelve, into the Court circle. She too was attached to the
household of the Duke of York. There she grew up, and
at the mature age of fifteen was already a precocious, charming
figure. She was not so dazzling as her sister, but she had a
brilliancy all her own; fair, flaxen hair, blue eyes sparkling
with vivacity, a clear, rosy complexion, firm, engaging lips,
and a nose well chiselled, but with a slightly audacious upward
tilt. She also, from her tenderest years, was entirely self-
possessed and self-confident, and by inheritance she owned,
when roused, the temper of the devil.
Towards the end of 1675 she began to dance with John
Churchill at balls and parties. He, of course, must have been
acquainted with her ever since she arrived at St James's, but
after one night of dancing at the end of that year they fell in
love with each other. It was a case of love, not at first sight
indeed, but at first recognition. It lasted for ever ; neither
of them thenceforward loved anyone else in their whole lives,
though Sarah hated many. The courtship was obstructed
and prolonged. Meanwhile Sarah grew to her beauty and
power, and her personality, full of force, woman's wiles,
and masculine sagacity, became manifest.
She soon quarrelled with her mother. " Mrs Jennings and
her daughter, Maid of Honour to the Dutchesse," says a
contemporary letter,
have had so great a falling out that they fought; the young one
complained to the Dutchesse that if her mother was not put out
of St James's where she had lodgings to sanctuary her from debt,
she would run away; so Sir Alleyn Apsley was sent to bid the
mother remove, who answered " with all her heart; she should
never dispute the Duke and Dutchesse's commands, but with
the Grace of God she would take her daughter away with her/*
... So rather than part with her, the mother must stay, and all
breaches arc made up again.1
But this was only the first round; and a month later we read:
Mrs [Mistress] Sarah Jennings has got the better of her mother,
who is commanded to leave the Court and her daughter in itt,
1 Rutland Papets, H.M.C., XII, ii, 32, 34.
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